TheVillage
October/November 2020

www.thevillage.co

NEWS & FEATURES from Alvechurch, Barnt Green, Blackwell, Burcot
Beoley, Cofton Hackett, Finstall, Hopwood, Bordesley, Rowney Green,
Lickey, Lickey End, Marlbrook, The Oakalls . . . everywhere in between!

inside

TheVillage

Issue 214 Oct/Nov 2020

Bringing you village life for more than 22 years

Mop Lessons
News: Page 4

Village People
Page 16

Editorial:
Editor:
Richard Peach
The Limes
Alvechurch
Worcestershire
B48 7RR

On the Right Path
Page 28

email:
news@villageonline.co.uk

Organic Roots
Pages 37-40

Call Louise Robinson:

0121 445 6757
email:

louise@villageonline.co.uk

visit: villageonline.co.uk
The Village (ISSN 1466-3376) is
published by Platform Publishing &
Media Ltd (Reg Office: 87 Hewell Rd,
Barnt Green, B45 8NL) and printed by
Buxton Press in Derbyshire. All rights
reserved. Reproduction in whole or part
without written consent is prohibited.
The publishers do not accept
responsibility for any errors made in
advertisements or for claims made by
any advertisers which are incorrect.
The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertising for any reason.
All material submitted for publication
is done so at the owner’s risk and
no responsibility is accepted by the
publisher for its return.

TIMBER WINDOWS

Bespoke
timber
windows
Conservation
and listed
building
registered

www.chrischipps.co.uk

Tel: 0121 445 6757

To advertise
in TheVillage

Chris Chipps

Farming with Nature
Pages 43-46

FA Cup Thriller
Page 48

Cover: The footbridge over the railway,
keeping open the footpath from Cofton to
Barnt Green. See Page 6.

0121 458 3326
0796 8990 258

Village News

Guidelines: Signage,
hand sanitisation and
staff wiping down
equipment at the Mop
fair in Alvechurch.

How did Mop go ahead?

THE ANNUAL MOP fair went ahead
in Alvechurch despite last-minute efforts to stop it over coronavirus fears.
Local councillors, district and
parish, tried to halt it after hearing
that the fair event that takes over the
village centre on the first Wednesday in October had been given the
go-ahead by officers at Bromsgrove
District Council.
They are now urging a review of
what happened and why there was
no prior consultation with local representatives or the community.
News that the Mop was still coming to Alvechurch even as cases of
coronavirus were rising at an alarming rate and despite it not being
allowed in other areas, such as Kings
Norton, prompted days of outspoken
views on social media.

In exchanges that were at times
unseemly, villagers from opposing
sides of the debate failed to reach
any consensus over “getting on with
life” versus “preventing the country
becoming swamped by coronavirus
infections”.
The latter group feared the Mop
fair would find it difficult to remain
safe.
In the event, the fair appeared
to be following national guidelines
closely, with restricted numbers on
rides to enable social distancing, staff
wiping down equipment between
uses, controls on numbers in the fair
area and a large number of stewards,
police and council officers on hand
to ensure compliance.
Numbers at the fair looked to be
at most half of the usual attendees,

with groups of young people sticking
to the “Rule of Six” guidelines and still
managing to have a good time.
The constant rain that fell for much
of the evening after dusk could have
affected attendance as much as fears
over coronavirus.
Alvechurch parish vice-chairman
Andy Humphries said afterwards:
“I feel the only way for lessons to
be learnt and public confidence restored, is a formal review of the Mop
saga, led by someone independent
of Bromsgrove, including district and
parish council representatives, and
with recommendations made public.”
District councillor Charlie
Hotham said he would propose that
Bromsgrove’s Overview and Scrutiny
Committee should carry out an
investigation.

Planning reforms put ‘key decisions’ on ice

It would also introduce “top down”
The Local Plan for Bromsgrove
ba rn tc hu rc h housing numbers imposed from Westdistrict has to wait for the outcome
minster which, it is believed, would end
of the Government’s radical planning
ne wtow n
the “duty to co-operate” with nearby loproposals before it can move ahead
cal authorities. This currently entails alwith major strategic decisions.
lowing houses to be built, for example, on Bromsgrove
The proposed changes call into question the thinking behind the “Barntchurch” idea for a “garden village” Green Belt land to meet the needs of Birmingham.
This is a core element of the Barntchurch idea that
of 10,000 to 15,000 new homes in The Village area.
has hung over this area since early 2018.
The Planning for the Future White Paper looks to
Mike Dunphy, Bromsgrove’s strategic planning mansimplify and speed up the planning process by categoager, told The Village: “We’re still able to make progress
rizing areas into zones – “growth”, “renewal” and “proon some elements of the Local Plan, which we are
tected” – which, once set, could remove much of the
current discretion local people have, via their planning doing, and we’ll await the outcomes of the proposed
reforms before making any key decisions.”
committee, over housing and other developments.
populat ion: 40,000+
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Leader plea
to keep
Scouts going

Barnt Green Scouts have issued
an urgent plea for a new Scout leader to enable the section to continue
its 78-year tradition in the area.
Current Scouts were reminded
of the value of Scouting during
a recent Zoom Scouts meeting
when Baron Jones of Alvechurch
(above, right) recalled for current
youngsters how, as the young Digby
Jones, he used to cycle over to Barnt

Scarecrows
raising cash
for The Lounge
An ALVECHURCH Scarecrow Festival
is being held this autumn to raise
money for The Lounge
It will take place over half term
from Monday October 26 to Sunday
November 1.
The Best Scarecrow will win a family bubble breakfast at The Lounge
and there will be a prize for The Best
Scarecrow Selfie.
Anyone who want to enter The
Best Scarecrow competition should
make a £5 donation via the festival’s
Just Giving page (see end) and all
entries will be added to Scarecrow
Festival Trail Map. Entries should be
submitted by October 24.
Those not making scarecrows, can
take part by buying a trail map for £1.
Organiser Megan Clayton said:
“We are following social distancing
measures, contact-free payments and
digital downloads for maps.
“We cannot wait to see all the fantastic scarecrow popping up around
the village.”
For more information, search “Alvechurch Scarecrow Festival” on social
media or visit:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
alvechurch-scarecrow-festival
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Green from his home in Alvechurch
every week to attend Scout meetings. Group Scout Leader Darren
Goodenough said that without
someone willing to run the Scouts,

with help from the current leader,
the section was facing closure.
Anyone who feels they could take
on this role should email:
bgsgleaders@gmail.com

A “LAND GRAB” is causing problems
on a village housing estate as new
residents put up “Private” signs on
public open space.
Barnt Green Parish Council is writing to Bromsgrove planners, asking
them to step in to ensure the land
remains available to everyone.
Coun Joe Nilsson, who lives on the
Foxhills estate, off Fiery Hill Road, told
parish councillors: “It’s now four different areas where people are trying to
land grab. It is getting ridiculous.
“People are taking ownership of
public spaces. I’ve been approached
by people who have told me not to
walk across the grass because it is
their land, when it clearly is not.”
He said the problem stemmed

from so-called “Cala-gate”, where the
developer installed gates blocking an
intended public footpath through to
Cherry Hill Road and effectively fencing off public open space.
“If we can get something done to
open the gates, it might help with the
other problems,” said Coun Nilsson.
The council agreed with Coun
Charlie Hotham who said: “We should
write to the planning department
to say we are very disappointed that
the planning permissions are being
flouted.”
Coun Hotham later had a meeting
with Bromsgrove’s head of planning
Ruth Bamford, after which he said:
“I am still satisfied progress is being
made.”

‘Land grab’ by
new villagers
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This picture (left), taken by Barnt
Green parish chairman Robert
Cholmondeley shows the well-worn
path created by villagers using the
new £1 million footbridge over the
railway near Cofton Hall. “The bridge
has proved a real asset,” said Coun
Cholmondeley. “The pressure and lobbying of local residents and the parish
council has been rewarded.”

Village News

Eye Specialist
Clinic

Festive post
queues alert

n Orthokeratology
n Glaucoma SLT Laser Surgery
n Glaucoma Clinic
n Age Related
Macular Degeneration
n Dry Eye Clinic
n Keratoconus
n YAG Laser Capsulotomy
n Private Cataract Surgery
Mr Don Williams Consultant Optom & Director

Edgbaston Eye Clinic

Registered Specialist (IP)
The Consulting Rooms,
FCOptom M.Sc (Dist) B.Sc (Hons) DipTp (IP)
38
Harborne
Road,
Edgbaston B15 3EB
PGDip Refractive & Cataract Surgery
Higher Cert Glaucoma Prof Cert Glaucoma
0121 726 3199 Free patient parking on site
Prof Cert Med Retina
info@edgbastoneyeclinic.com
FCOptom: Fellowship of the College. The College’s highest and
www.edgbastoneyeclinic.com
most prestigious award recognising clinicians of higher standing

Are you working from home
this winter?
Visit Cosy Stove’s Bromsgrove
showroom to see our selection of
top quality wood-burning stoves.
Unit 11, Sanders Road, Bromsgrove,
B61 7DG Tel: 01527 916 339
www.thecosystovecompany.co.uk

NHS Consultant Emma
Parry (right) and principal
clinical scientist Kate Glover
(above, right) with Zoe Ball,
owner of Bliss Hair Therapy,
Alvechurch, were among the
village health staff given free
cut and blow-dry sessions
at the salon as part of the
Hairdos for Heroes organised
by Great Lengths UK. Zoe told
The Village:” I wanted to give
something back to NHS staff
once I could reopen my salon.”

Villagers are being urged to send their Christmas post
very early this year as the pandemic disrupts deliveries.
Barnt Green postmaster Andy told The Village that now
post offices were no longer available in Alvechurch, Cofton
Hackett and Blackwell, his branch would be busier than ever,
with long queues likely outside in worsening winter weather.
“I’m suggesting that people get their cards and parcels
sent by mid-November,” he added, explaining there could
be bottlenecks created by coronavirus measures at sorting
offices limiting any extra capacity for Christmas post.

Fee’s Christmas Trees
British-grown Premium Quality Nordmann Firs
Available Sat 28th November
Cofton Church Lane, Barnt Green B45 8BH
H FREE LOCAL DELIVERY H OPEN 7 DAYS
H CARD PAYMENTS TAKEN

Cut and pot-grown trees
Facebook: Fee’s Christmas Trees

07941 936668 or 07941 936612

Alvechurch Parish Council News

NEWSLETTER
AUTUMN 2020

Our July Newsletter focused on our
caring Parish community. This was
based on the excellent work put in by
Alvechurch Cares whose volunteers
helped the more vulnerable in our
Parish during lockdown.
Since the easing of restrictions,
the service was needed less but the
organisation turned to helping in
other areas and, if required, it can
easily revert back to helping those in
need, should a second lockdown be
imposed, nationally or in our area.
The Parish Council remains very
grateful to those that give their time
to helping others.
At the time of writing this, there
were reports of increases of Covid
cases in the Redditch area giving rise
to concern. This is a fluid situation and
we must all play a part to mitigate
contagion within our Parish.

Hopwood and Bordesley
Speeding initiatives

Reference was also made to ‘focusing on new and existing challenges’.
One of those ongoing challenges is
to keep promoting reduced speed on
the A441 through Hopwood, as well
as create a safe pedestrian road crossing for residents.
In addition, Bordesley residents are
pressing the Parish Council for speed
reductions there, from 40mph to
30mph, as well as requesting County
Highways to include a safe pedestrian
crossing in the Bordesley area.
The Parish Council has been working closely with County Councillor
Charlie Hotham and he has helped to
champion these issues and requests
within WCC. The Parish Council is
grateful for his support.
Improvements to form a safe
central pedestrian refuge along the
A441 in Hopwood are planned close
to the junction with Smedley Crooke
Place and the Parish Council awaits a
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commencement date for these works
from the County Council.
The Parish Council is indebted to
Coun Hotham for his contribution to
secure this improvement.
Weatheroak residents have benefitted from improvements to reduce the
speed at the crossroad at the top of
Weatheroak Hill.
Those travelling through
Weatheroak will have seen the
thermoplastic white ‘dragons teeth’
markings either side of the road and
the 30mph signs all trying to ensure
motorists respect the speed limit.

You can Still Zoom
in on us!

The Parish Council is still conducting
its meetings via Zoom. Although not
ideal, it has meant that normal business has not diminished.
Our Parish office in George Road
remains closed to the public and is
likely to remain so for the foreseeable
future.
However, this does mean that anyone wanting to raise an issue with the
Parish Council can now do so from the
comfort of their own armchair! Please
email our Clerk if you would like an
invite to any of our formal meetings.

Grant helps 	towards
rowney green plans

The Parish Council has also been
successful in securing a New Homes

October/November 2020

Bonus grant from Bromsgrove District
Council. The application, supported
by District Councillor Annette English,
identified the need for drainage
improvements and off street parking
at the Parish Council’s playing fields,
tennis courts and Pavilion building in
Rowney Green.
Only part of the grant applied for
was granted and the Parish Council
is now considering which improvements should take priority.
In addition, the Parish Council is
considering a proposal put to it by the
Rowney Green Village Hall Trustees
for them to manage and maintain the
playing fields and Pavilion building.
There’s support for this from the
Rowney Green community, but the
Parish Council would welcome views
on the implications of such an arrangement from residents from our
wider community.
Please address these to our Parish
Clerk.

Maintaining pressure
for Post office

The Parish Council continues to engage with representatives of the Post
Office to secure a new permanent
home for these valued services. Current Covid restrictions, inevitably and
disappointingly, have meant little or
no progress has been made.

Councillor Sue
calls it a day

Finally, after 10 years serving as a
Parish Councillor, Sue Lambert is
stepping down. Her contribution to
the Parish Council will be missed and
we wish her well. We will shortly be
advertising the vacancy.

Contacting the
Parish Council

Contact the Parish Council on 0121 447
8016 or email clerk@alvechurch.gov.uk
The minutes of recent meetings appear
at www.alvechurch.gov.uk and we’re on
Facebook at ‘Alvechurch Parish Council’.

The views and opinions on this page are those of Alvechurch Parish Council.

Village Views
Village Views

Make mine a print!

Dear Editor – I’ve just read your
column (The Village View, September
2020) on why The Village magazine is
still here, and would like to share my
support for print.
As a marketer, I know all too well
how digital now dominates much of
what we do, but still there is nothing better than picking up a piece of
print.
The news you read in a printed
newspaper often gets missed when
you are online; it’s obvious, as there’s
now just too much information
digitally.
We know the algorithms show us
what they want to based on what
they think we want to see.
With print, you don’t miss anything,
it’s all there, from cover to cover. And
in a world where we hardly step away
from a screen, a flick through The Village to see what’s happening right on
our doorsteps, is a welcome break for
me! Thank you.
Rebekha Buffey, via email

theorists say? I won’t be holding my
breath for an answer, but how on
earth have the authorities allowed
this to happen?
Ever confused of Lickey,
Keith Woolford

Dear Editor – I understand that this
year’s annual Alvechurch Mop fair is
going ahead. Extraordinary.
I must have missed something
fundamental in recent Government
announcements while in the midst
of, oh what was it called again . . . a
pandemic?
Does the positive case count need
to be raised in competition with
Redditch? Has the Rule of Six been
discarded within minutes of being
established? Or was Covid-19 just
another hoax like the conspiracy

Dear Editor – I am writing in response to the letter from Chris Taylor
in the July/August issue of The Village
in which Chris queries the grants
given to the new Cofton Village Hall
by Cofton Hackett Parish Council.
As district councillor Richard
Deeming pointed out in his letter
in the same issue on the subject of
106 monies, it was necessary for the
Trustees of Cofton Village Hall to raise
more than £60,000 in order to equip
the hall so that they could provide a
safe, functioning and efficient ame-

Mop-heads!

Have your
say . . . about
anything!
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Lawton’s View

new hall must be independent of each other. Both the
council and the trust would like nothing more than to be
independent, but the simple truth is that despite many
requests, volunteers have not come forward.
The village hall trust currently consists of eight trustees, three of whom are parish councillors and five from
the wider community. Another appeal for more trustees
will appear in the next issue of Cofton Hackett Parish
Council’s newsletter and on its website. It is hoped that
some of these trustees can come from actual users of the
hall so that the trust and village hall manager can keep
themselves aware of the needs of its actual customers.
Roger Westbury
Chairman, Cofton Hackett Parish Council

See the good for the trees

Trustees wanted

nity for the use of the whole of Cofton
Hackett and neighbouring parishes.
This included the installation of
CCTV cameras, alarms, Wi-Fi and fire
protection systems as well as chairs,
tables, crockery and cutlery so that
the hall offered an attractive, wellequipped working environment for
all hirers.
The majority of this money came
from grants received from The
National Lottery, Bromsgrove District
Council, Tesco’s Bags for Life scheme
as well as many other local donors.
The parish council also had to provide a certain amount of this funding
so that the hall could be up and running from the day it first opened. The
hall is now fully functioning and is a
welcome and well-used local facility.
Chris Taylor also states that the
parish council and trustees of the

email: editor@villageonline.co.uk

or write to: Letters, The Village,
The Limes, Swan Street, Alvechurch B48 7RR
Please include your name and address – even if you request them to
be withheld from publication. We reserve the right to edit submissions for reasons of space or legality. The deadline for the next issue is
November 16.
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Dear Editor – It was good of Steve, the Lickey Hills Ranger Services Manager, to explain the thinking behind the
deforestation of areas of the Lickey Hills (Village Views,
September 2020), and what he explained came across as
a good plan for the future of the area.
What would be interesting to know is why the works
have left some areas looking like an illegal logging
operation. It is good industry practice to manage wood
waste from any timber harvesting operation in a proper
manner, leaving any unwanted timber on site, habitat
piled, stacked or windrowed, and the brash chipped or
chobbled down.
Furthermore, where machinery has made access paths
in order to undertake the works, these areas should be
restored to a good condition. Both of the above helps
the area to regenerate and aids biodiversity.
What appears to have happened is waste timber has
been left where it fell, with no attempt to manage it,
and machinery access paths left in such a condition that
any regeneration would be very unlikely and potentially
hazardous to visitors to the hills.
As Steve highlighted, the work is designed to make
the hills better for future generations, but as it stands
future generations may end up with areas full of mud
paths and rotten timber.
Neil Grimes, Lickey

MP should work for us

Dear Editor – I could not agree more with our local district councillor Kate Van der Plank on concerns our local
MP is taking on extra work ultimately not for the benefit
of constituents.
Perhaps many of us might wish for a future without
the usual parachuted-in, ambitious politicians mostly in
place today in exchange for a genuine, hardworking and
passionate individual.
I have been inspired to write to Sajid Javid on a couple
of occasions and I have to confirm he only replied once,
which turned out, unsurprisingly, disappointing; I am

continues overleaf

TheVillage View . . .

A

ccording to the recent recipient of the Nobel prize
for physics, Roger Penrose, the universe will keep
expanding at an increasing speed until everything evaporates and all that remains is light, travelling
at, umm, the speed of light. At this point, as Albert
Einstein realised, there will be no time, nor dimensions.
It will be just like it was before the “big bang” that set
the universe as we know it on its merry way. And then
it will probably start all over again, ad infinitum.
Well, it goes something like that . . .
There are many horrors, comforts, and even conclusions we humans can draw from this, the obvious one
being that whatever we’re currently getting aerated
over doesn’t matter a whole hill of beans.
Another is that the queasiness from living in a world
where large, important nations are being run apparently in an intentionally and increasingly chaotic fashion will at some point ease and we can start over with
leaders who at least appear to want to make sense, to
give us a feeling of security.
Never mind what is happening on the other side of
the Atlantic Ocean – although, possibly, their four-year
carnival of the vanities may be about to reach the end
of its run – we still have our own variety act to watch,
wide-eyed, with hands over open mouths.
It is probable our Prime Minister himself would even
use the word “chaotic” to describe his Government’s
response to the coronavirus pandemic: the chopping
and changing, with no consistent, logical approach
that has left us all bewildered.
Worse, the lack of clear guidance is now setting
communities against each other, as was seen in the
sometimes awful arguments taking place on social
media over the non-cancellation of the Mop fair in
Alvechurch (although, admittedly, the medium is as
much to blame for these modern outrage-fests).
Meanwhile, the madness of dismantling a long and
fruitful relationship with the EU, and what looks like
decades of chaos to follow (until we decide to rejoin),
continues – and, almost unnoticed, a White Paper proposes a complete rebuilding of the planning system.
This time it is the Tory MPs in mainly southern shire
seats who are wailing the loudest; and while it may
bring higher housing targets to Bromsgrove, it could
also end the threat of a Barntchurch “garden village” of
15,000 homes sprawling our Green Belt fields.
So that’s all right, Jack.
As with the state of the universe, it all depends on
what emerges from the chaos, although the mongers
might be wise to heed the sage words of John Lennon,
who would have turned 80 this month, when he sang:
“Instant karma’s going to get you.”
The Village

October/November 2020
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not convinced he actually read my
correspondence.
Whatever political, tribalistic
tendency they come from, they all
seem to indulge in same thing; truth
avoidance.
What a good fit for JP Morgan
to bag an ex-Business Secretary/
Chancellor of the Exchequer to help
grease the rails.
The quality of our current political
advisers and politicians has become
clear in the wake of Covid-19 in
how they have chosen to operate.
They navigate around the rules they
impose on the rest of us; Ministers
self-promote with positive statistics
to misinform and claim victory on
all manner of subjects, in particular
the supply of PPE and testing while
people on the front line suffer the
consequences of their failures.
Steve Russell, Rowney Green

Work experience

Dear Editor – Well done on getting
The Village magazine out, but reading the letters pages I was curious
about Kate Van Der Plank’s somewhat random opinion on our MP
Sajid Javid doing some part time
work for JP Morgan: it’s a pity more
MP’s don’t work “at the coal face” of
real-time commerce and industry
alongside their parliamentary jobs.
Many do have second and third jobs
and I’d have thought it is something
to be encouraged.
Neil Harris, Rowney Green

Artrix silence

Dear Editor – For the benefit of
readers of The Village who were
supporters of the Artrix arts centre in
Bromsgrove, this is the current situation as we understand it . . .
Following its closure, Bromsgrove
District Council acquired the freehold
and the contents of the building, including the valuable Steinway piano.
Councillor Karen May, leader of
the council, has advised that the
options for the future of the building
are in the hands of the Bromsgrove
Arts Development Trust, a registered
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where’s vinny?

Student Sophie Bennett, of Marlbrook, was the latest winner of a
Mini Vinny in our competition.
If you want to win one for yourself, you’ll need to try to find the
little hedgehog hiding somewhere
in this magazine (the one shown
above is just a guide!)
Tell us where he’s hiding via
phone, email or post – see details
on bottom of Page 12 – and please
include your contact details,
especially if leaving a voicemail
message, and we’ll draw a winner
at random.
The closing date is midnight on
October 31st. We’ll let you know
if you’ve won and you can collect
your Mini Vinny from our office –
and pose for a socially distanced
photo with your prize!

charity, and it is up to the trust to
make proposals to take matters
forward.
According to the Charity Commission website, the members of
the holding trust are six Bromsgrove
district councillors.
Bromsgrove Arts Alive (BAA),
a group of 50 arts organisations,
many of which used Artrix regularly,
formed an Artrix Working Group
during the summer and wrote to
the trust on August 11th asking it to
confirm that it was happy to engage
in a preliminary discussion “to
explore how BAA can work with the
trust to achieve the best outcome for
its member organisations and the
residents of Bromsgrove”.
As of September 23, BAA has not
received a reply.
Nick Taylor, Bromsgrove

History lesson

Dear Editor – I am not a Morris
man but I would suggest to George
Roberts (Village Views July/August
2020) that the ancient Brit who first
blacked up and danced in white
clothes would not have known that
there were Black people in Africa any

October/November 2020

more than he would have known
that there were black swans in
Australia.
This sort of blacking up has nothing to do with the horrible British
Empire racism of the last three
centuries!
Andy Chustecki, Rowney Green

Eerie wood query

Dear Editor – While starting a walk
near Illey Way (at the Romsley end)
there is a wood where there are
Ministry of Defence signs and I wondered why the MoD might be there.
It’s an area of tall pines, not a
managed wood sadly, and for some
reason there is a lot of concrete
underfoot.
The whole of the wood seems
dead and devoid of all wildlife; it
almost looks like Chernobyl, with a
very eerie feeling.
It is very ghost-like with lots of
concrete sticking out of pathways
and no birds at all. It’s like stepping
into a different time.
I wonder if any Village readers
could throw some light on what may
have been in the woods.
Kay Gough, by email

Village People

Village People + Community

Cleaner

Marlbrook swimmer Olivia
Withey takes a break during training for a marathon effort to raise
money for The Primrose Hospice.
She is aiming to swim 15k (that’s
almost 10 miles!) in one day by
completing 600 lengths of the 25m
pool at David Lloyd Bromsgrove on
October 22. Anyone who wants to
help her reach her target of £1,000
can see more at:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
oliviawithey

Alvechurch Knit and Natter
group presented cheques to two
charities they support, money
they had raised from the sale of
knitted goods during 2019.
Top: Cynthia Lawton (left)
presents a cheque to Dr Anita
Sharma for the Motor Neurone
Disease Association.
Above: Daphne Cross (right)
presents a cheque to Penny
Church for the Brain Tumour
Research charity.
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Residents of Waterside Orchard, Hopwood have a rest (above) after one of
their regular work-out sessions (below). Organiser Gail Simpson said: “We
started the twice-weekly classes when the rules on self isolating were first
relaxed a few months ago.” She added: “We are all over 70 and a lot of the
ladies live on their own, so it gives them a chance to meet, have a laugh and
keep fit. It has really boosted morale.”

Young runner Dylan Teasdale from
Alvechurch (right) celebrates after
completing the 100 Miles in August
Challenge for the Teenage Cancer
Trust.
Dylan, a pupil at RGS Worcester,
raised more than £1,200 in memory
of his friend Finlay Church, who died
aged 11 years old of a brain tumour.
Dylan ran through storm, heatwave
and even while on a holiday in Jersey
(below), to arrive at the finish line at
The Crown Inn, Alvechurch.
Dylan, just turned 13, was determined to undertake the challenge to
help other teenagers who needed support while dealing with cancer.
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Greener
Alvechurch is now more than a year
old. Over the past year the group
established by local independent
councillors Kate Van der Plank and
Annette English has supported litterpicking in green spaces, held several
“swap shop” events and established
a social media group of almost 300
local people sharing ideas and tips
for living more sustainably.
Most recently, the group arranged
a “share and care” day to encourage
sharing of excess food within the
community, supporting a reduction
in food waste.
This autumn the group is starting
a monthly virtual talk series, with a
range of speakers covering recycling,
biodiversity and sustainable living.
Information on the first two is below.
If you are interested in attending
either or both of these talks, have
any further ideas or would like to
find out more please contact:
cgalvechurch@gmail.com.
n Wednesday October 28 7:30 Harriet Martin will share her experience of living more sustainably in
her talk: Living with CO2.
n Wednesday 2 November 25 7:30
Mary Green will talk about local
wildlife habitats and biodiversity
and discuss what we can all do to
make a difference.

Alvechurch

Community Choir, part of a charity called
Everybody Let’s Sing, is committed
to bringing music to a wide community. It is an open access singing
group and new members of all abilities are welcome.
The choir sings gospel, folk and
popular songs from all ages and
in normal times performs at local
occasions. It can only meet on line at
the moment, but is finding creative
ways to sing together and keep up
the important social bond the choir
provides.
Find out more about the choir at:
www.alvechurchcommunitychoir.
org.uk where you can join, be invited
to a Zoom session and receive newsletters.
The Recordings session of the
website shows some of them singing
along to their own backing tracks
from their homes.

Withybed

Poets are
a group of poetry writers based in
Withybed Green, who share their
poems and write together and are
open to anyone who enjoys writing
and sharing poetry.
They love reading their poems
to audiences, although they can’t
do that at present, and some of the
poets write poems on request for

Bromsgrove solicitor Tina Circus (centre) celebrates with Thomas Horton colleagues Hannah
Watson, Rachel Stokes, Jaspreet Sanghera and
Samantha Slater after they joined her on the final
leg of her challenge to run 750km in a year to raise
£1,000 towards a defibrillator to be kept at their
office for use by the community in that part of the
town centre.

people and special occasions. They
meet online to share poems.
Contact Mary on mail@marygreen.
plus.com for dates and details.
The poets have recently taken
part in a short film called The Ladies
of Withybed Green which is currently
being edited and they hope it will be
shown locally.

The library

is back
open (at the moment) in Alvechurch
and, judging by visitor comments,
has been really missed. The first visitor through the doors in nearly six
months brought chocolates for the
staff to celebrate!
Covid prevention rules are in
place, including mask-wearing, sanitisation and limits to numbers.
Current opening times are
Monday 9.15-1pm and 2-5pm
Tuesday 9.15-1pm and 2-5pm
Wednesday Closed
Thursday 2-5pm
Friday 9.15-1pm and 2-5pm
Saturday 10-2pm and 2-4pm
Staff say: “Lots of lovely new books
have been delivered. We have a wonderful selection of new adult fiction
and non fiction, including: Homesick,
Why I live in a Shed and A Chip Shop
in Poznan.
“And for our younger borrowers,
Slime, The Rescue of Bunny Wunny
and There’s a Lion in the Library.”

ALVECHURCH VILLAGE SOCIETY has had to halt its
2020/21 events/walks programme until further notice due
to guidance on Covid-19 precautions.
The postponed annual meeting has now been put back
until March 2021 as the restricted numbers allowed in the
Village Hall might have made the meeting impractical and
unsafe.
The society’s footpaths maintenance team recently
restarted their Saturday morning work sessions, with
Covid-19 precautions, and expect to continue appearing
until the weather makes work impossible.
For those new to Alvechurch, in addition to looking after the footpaths the village society does a lot to
improve surroundings by being involved in many things
from planning issues to organising social events, Sunday
morning litter picks and daffodil planting.
The committee says it intends to continue with committee meetings to be able to plan for future events once
these are allowed. See: www.alvechurchvs.org
The Village
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Village Homes

Advertisement feature

Land and planning advice
G

MOVE INTO YOUR GARDEN
O

ne of the major changes in
people’s lives during the coronavirus pandemic has been the
need to work from home where possible. Spare bedrooms, garages and
kitchen tables have been cleared and
put to use as offices.
But many people have been gazing out of their back windows and
dreaming of regaining the space in
their homes while creating a fantastic
place to work in a garden office. Or
perhaps they have always wanted a
games room or a home gym . . . or a
very up-market kennel for their pet?
That’s how Akita Cabins began,
more than 15 years ago, after business owner James Whitt built a deluxe home for his dog, a Japanese
Akita.
“We thought: ‘If it’s good
enough for him, it’s good enough
for us!’”
So, using more than 30 years of
structural steel engineering experience, James built his own log
cabin in his back garden, strong
and sturdy enough
to leave valuables
inside.
“I think it blends
in beautifully in our
garden surroundings,
and it’s something we
use almost every day,”
he says of the cabin,
which gives the family
plenty of extra space for
the activities they enjoy.
The ground floor is used as
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a gym and games room, and also
boasts a home cinema and games
console area. Then there is a staircase to the loft, which offers handy
storage and sleepover space – or, of
course, could be your new office!
After receiving a positive response
from family and friends, James decided to make a business out of something he really enjoys doing.
Operating nationwide, Akita Cabins builds and sells bespoke log or
timber cabins built to the customer’s
specifications, and the sturdy constructions have all sorts of uses: home
office, gym, garage, summerhouse,
spa room, study… and deluxe homes
for dogs!

October/November 2020

The wood is specially treated to
reduce the risk of natural movement
and the cabins have a rustic look –
when completely weathered, they
develop an attractive silver/brown
finish. The internal walls can be left
with a traditional cabin feel, or can
be given a more polished finish if
preferred.
All the cabins feature attractive
and durable asphalt tiles as part of
the standard roof finish, ensuring
great strength and protection from
all weathers, while cedar shingles are
available as an optional extra.
Construction begins with the
installation of a concrete base to provide substantial foundations, which
can be finished with any suitable
textile or timber flooring.
“It’s not just the timbers
themselves that make my cabins
secure – they are even steel reinforced,” says James. “We took a
14lb sledgehammer to one of our
timber cabins for 15 minutes and
couldn’t break in!”
James and his team are happy
to assist in all aspects of the
design and specification of your
cabin to ensure it meets with local building regulations. In most
cases the building will be allowed
without any need for planning
approval, under the permitted
development rights to your property.

emma Jenkinson spent 20
years working in consultancy
as a Chartered Town Planner
across London, the South East and
the Midlands. Whilst passionate
about the planning process, she’d
clearly had enough of long commutes and even longer hours and so
gave up the world of PLCs to set up
her own consultancy Richmond
Planning three years ago.
“So far I haven’t looked back!” says
Gemma. “As an experienced town
planning consultant with a proven
track record of delivering results, the
business has grown exponentially.”
Based in Bromsgrove, she works
with a number of local landowners,
developers, architects and investors
as well as national house builders
and corporate clients to facilitate the
town planning process.
“There’s more to it than people

think” says Gemma, “schemes often
require specialist input like arboriculture, ecology, highways, landscape,
visual impact etc, and they need
proper attention.”
Gemma said the advice she would
offer to any landowner or developer
was: “Get an initial appraisal of your
site/buildings from a qualified Town
Planner. This nearly always saves

time and money in the long run and
ensures that applications have a
genuine chance of approval.”
Richmond Planning offers free
initial appraisals to anyone seeking
to maximise the value of their land
or property and that includes those
with land or outbuildings, a vacant
shop, an office block, a storage facility or even those with an exceptionally large garden.
“We do this to get our clients on
the right path from the start. While
planning permission generally
increases land value, realising the
value must be weighed up against
the investment required and the
timescales to achieve it.”

Contact Gemma by email:
gemma@richmond-planning.com
Or see the website:
www.richmond-planning.com

Akita Cabins
Tel: 01527 871694
Mobile: 07968 340814
The Village
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R. M. B. SERVICES
Domestic Appliance & Gas Engineer
as seen on Alvechurch Village Society’s Facebook page

Don’t forget to book your winter boiler service now!

BOILER Breakdown SERVICE

Boiler servicing

l

Servicing of gas fires etc

Home owner and landlord certificates
Repairs to washing machines, tumble driers, fridges,
freezers, electric ovens & cookers, electric showers
Based in
Alvechurch

0121 445 0184
07977 487 999

Find us on Facebook: ‘RMB Services’

School
recycles
history

A group of Bromsgrove School
staff cycled 90 miles from Llanwrtyd
Wells to Bromsgrove in one day –
with some of them completing the
180-mile round trip – to mark the
opening of a wartime junior school
in the Welsh town 80 years ago.
The senior school had been
evacuated there at the start of
the Second World War after their
buildings were requisitioned by the
Ministry of War.
As the threat of invasion intensified, parents of younger children
asked for their boys to be taken un-

Village People

der Bromsgrove School care. And so
on September 20 1940, Bromsgrove
junior school opened its doors in
Llanwrtyd Hall with just 16 pupils,
laying the foundation for a prep
school that now has more than 500
pupils.
Plans to celebrate the 80th anniversary with the people of the
town of Llanwrtyd Wells had to be
postponed because of the covid
pandemic, but 14 staff took on the
cycling challenge instead, with four
of them cycling there and back.
The celebratory ride was organ-

ised by Gareth Jones, the prep
school’s head of boys PE (pictured
above centre with some of the
other riders before they set off from
Wales).
He said: “To cycle from Llanwrtyd
Wells back to Bromsgrove was a
symbolic thing to do and I first
thought about the idea during
lockdown as it was reported that 1.3
million people bought bikes.
“And it also coincided with the
founding of the prep school in
Wales, my home country,” Gareth
added.

Village Travel

It’s going to be a long haul

S

itting in our separate offices
MichelIe and I are reflecting on
how coronavirus has affected
all our worlds. We are being asked
if we will we ever be able to travel
again; and the answer, of course, is
yes, but the real question is how and
what will travel be like in the future?
It’s clear that any travel will require
much more additional planning and
when things return to some normality travel will look very different.
We will have to make more considered choices, not only of how and
where to travel but also why. The ethics of travel will change as people become more conscious of those busy,
crowded locations, wanting instead
to find something a little quieter.
It is anticipated that travel will
recover in stages: the closing and
opening of travel corridors in the
last few months and weeks are an
indication that this recovery will not
be straightforward and that governments, airports and the travel indus-

Village Travel Counsellors
Jane Ward and Michelle
Waters advise on
holidays in a covid world.

try must together take the right steps
to restart travel safely with reduced
quarantine requirements; only then
will we see a near normalisation of
air travel.
Here are a few things to consider
before booking your next trip:
n It’s really not advisable to book
flights, accommodation and other
arrangements separately online ,
as you will not be covered by an Air
Travel Organisers License, which
protects your money and guarantees you will be brought home if
the company collapses.
n Ensure that the company you are
booked with offers complete flexibility to amend or cancel your holiday.
Not all travel companies are able or
willing to offer this.

n Make sure your travel insurance
covers you for coronavirus. Many
insurers are likely to cover claims
related to coronavirus for emergency
medical and repatriation costs, but
other types of virus-related claims,
such as cancellation, vary by provider,
so always check the small print.
n Check that your passport is valid
for the country you are travelling to;
with Brexit, new rules will apply from
January 1 2021.
n Don’t be tempted by a too-goodto-be true offer; there are often
hidden costs and extras to pay. If the
price of a flight or holiday is considerably cheaper than the cost elsewhere
you should be suspicious.
n When planning your next trip
look for clear and transparent travel
advice, a depth of travel know-how
and someone who will give you an
honest view on your travel plans.
You can contact Jane or Michelle at:
jane.ward@travelcounsellors.com
michelle.waters@travelcounsellors.com

The Village

October/November 2020

21

Village Legal

Advertisement feature

Village Financial

Advertisement feature

Are your financial and legal
affairs in order?

Mortgage shop opens!

D

V

Lickey Wills specialist Sue Jenden offers advice.
uring these strange times,
many people are reviewing
their legal affairs and using it as
an opportunity to revisit crucial documents or to put them in place if they
have not done so already. Having an
up-to-date Will and Power of Attorney is always important, regardless of
your situation.
Make or update your Will
When it comes to writing a Will, often
people tend to procrastinate, or if
they have made a Will, they rarely review it. Many people think once they
have a Will in place, they do not need
to look at it again. However, family situations change, as does your
financial position, so it’s important to
ensure your Will remains suitable and
relevant to your current situation.
Making a Will is an essential task
to protect those you leave behind.
If you die without leaving a Will the
Law of Intestacy applies. This means
your estate will be inherited by family
relatives in the order stated under
Law which may not be what you
intended. For example, a cohabitee
would not inherit, or a relative you
have had no contact with for many
years may take the estate ahead of a
relative with whom you have a much
closer relationship.
Making a Will ensures your estate is
shared according to your wishes and
avoids an unnecessary burden on
loved ones.
Writing a comprehensive and
legally correct Will is not something
you should attempt to do yourself as
errors in Wills can cause them to be
invalid. If there is a lack of clarity or
certainty, this can lead to family disputes which can prove time consuming and costly. It is also important
your Wills are written in a tax efficient
way as this too can be costly for your
beneficiaries.
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Inheritance tax advice
Inheritance tax (IHT) does not just
apply to the very rich. With escalating
house prices, more people become
liable to pay the tax each year. IHT is
charged at 40 per cent, but there are
ways that the burden can be reduced.
With careful forward planning, proper
legal advice, and sound independent
financial assistance you can legally
limit IHT to ensure unnecessary liabilities are not incurred.
Put in place a Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA)
As with Wills, many people tend to
delay or avoid creating Lasting Powers of Attorney. This is understandable given the sensitive subject matter, but these documents are crucial
if you lose capacity to manage your
finances or make decisions about
your health and welfare matters.
Your next of kin has no legal standing to make decisions for you without
an LPA being in place. This means
your family could encounter difficulties if you lose capacity and they
would need to apply to the Court
of Protection to obtain authority to
manage your financial affairs, this is
expensive and time-consuming.
Consider writing a letter of wishes
There may be things you want loved
ones to know after you die which
cannot be expressed in your Will. This
may include advice to guardians on
raising your children, explanations
of why someone has been excluded
from your Will or instructions to
executors on distributing small personal items. These additional wishes

are usually put into a Letter of Wishes
which can explain your intentions
and provide further guidance to your
executors and family. The letter must
not conflict with your Will. Funeral
wishes can also be expressed in this
way or any other matters that cannot
be covered by the Will.
If you’re concerned that your Will
may not fully protect your interests
or feel it might need to be updated
due to a change in yours, or your
family’s circumstances, give us a call
on 0121 445 5874 or email us on info@
suejendenassociates.co.uk .
Our offices remain open during
these challenging times and we are
continuing to support our clients. For
clients who are self-isolating or do not
wish to have a face-to-face meeting,
there are other options available. We
can take instructions and provide
advice over the telephone or by video
conferencing, before providing draft
and final Wills via email or post.
Sue Jenden is a solicitor and a member
of the Society of Trust and Estate
Practitioners. The firm is regulated by
the Institute of Professional Willwriters.
Based at Lickey, they cover the whole of
Worcestershire and Birmingham. They
deal with a broad range of work including
Wills, inheritance tax planning, Powers
of Attorney, Trusts
and administration of
estates.

New Barnt Green
home for one-stop
property finance shop.

illage Financial Solutions has
been providing mortgage and
equity release advice to villagers for a number of years – and now
has a shop front on Hewell Road in
Barnt Green.
Directly opposite Tesco Express,
the new Village Financial shop
is home to Mark Meads, MD and
Financial Adviser – and Martine Pope,
Office Manager.
Village Financial is an Independent Financial Advisor providing a
one-stop mortgage shop for clients
seeking first-time mortgages, remortgages, buy to let and equity
release services and life cover.
Born locally in Weatheroak and
having worked in financial services
for more than 30 years, Mark was
determined that his first mortgage
shop would be opened in one of our
local villages and was delighted to
have the opportunity to set up shop
in Barnt Green.
“It’s been a challenge to open a
new shop during these Covid times,”
says Mark, “but we’re delighted to finally have a shop front so that clients
can more easily reach us to discuss
their mortgage requirements.
“We feel that personal, independent advice from a qualified and
experienced adviser is key to your
peace of mind when dealing with
your home,” he adds, “and let’s face it,
our homes are probably the biggest
single investment we ever make – it
needs to be done correctly!”
Here to make the financial process
easier and pain-free, Village Financial
can search the market and find the
best options available to fulfil your

Above: The new Village Financial shop on Barnt Green high street, where
Mark Meads (below) and his team are ready to advise you.

home finance plans and promise:
n We’ll help you every step of your
mortgage journey;
n We’ll liaise with your estate agent
and law firm as needed;
n We’ll keep you updated as your
mortgage process progresses;
n We won’t keep you in the dark –
we’ll phone you when we say we
will.

Village Financial has partnered
with local estate agency firm Michelle
& Co, who will be displaying their
properties for sale in the Barnt Green
window.
Mark and his team are taking careful steps to ensure the shop follows
Covid-aware guidelines, with socially
distanced seating and hand sanitiser
for clients on arrival. Client meetings
are pre-arranged and scheduled carefully to adhere to government safety
restrictions.
If you’d like to arrange a chat to
discuss your mortgage requirements
and home finance plans in more
detail, the team at Village Financial
would love to hear from you, to see
how they can help.

Please call them on:
0121 445 1227
or via the website:
www.villagefinancial.co.uk

This firm usually charges a fee for mortgage advice. The amount of the fee will depend upon your needs and circumstances. This will be discussed and
agreed with you at the earliest opportunity. Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up payments on your mortgage. Village Financial Solutions
Ltd is an appointed representative of PRIMIS Mortgage Network. PRIMIS Mortgage Network is a trading style of Personal Touch Financial Services Limited,
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. An Equity Release product will reduce the value of your estate, will not be suitable
for everyone and may affect your entitlement to state benefits. To understand the features and risks please ask for a personalised illustration.
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Village Stargazing

Left: The Curiosity rover takes a
‘selfie’ on the surface of Mars.
Above: The red planet as pictured
by the Hubble telescope..
All images courtesy of NASA

‘Selfies’ in space

H

ere we are in the middle of
October already and the nights
are really drawing in with sunset occurring at quarter to seven at
the start of the month and as early
as four in the afternoon at the end of
November.
Of course this is in large part due
to the clocks going back on the 25th
but even so, dark? Just after your
afternoon cup of tea? Still, it does
mean we can start planet-spotting
nice and early.
So it is that as soon as the Sun has
gone from the sky, there in the south
is the giant planet Jupiter. As it gets
darker, it will continue to dominate
this part of the sky, as, indeed, it has
done for a couple of months now.
Again, once it is sufficiently dark,
you should be able to spot Saturn
just to the left, closer now than it has
been and getting closer each day.
Another fascinating world has
been visible later in the evening for
a while now. It is of course the most
studied of planets, Mars and you can
find it over in the south east at about
the same height as Jupiter.
It already has several orbiting satellites from various nations and, of
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Amateur astronomer
Brian Watkiss peers
into the Village
night sky.

course, the incredibly successful but
alien looking Curiosity rover roaming
the surface, even taking pictures of
itself (although it’s hard to tell if it’s
smiling!) Now there is a new rover on
its way to join in named Perseverance
and it is due to land in February.
If you are up and about early in the
morning, perhaps on a bleary-eyed
deer-spotting walk, you should easily
spot that other super-bright planet,
Venus. It’s quite high in the southeast
and stays at a similar height till towards the end of November.
The miniscule Mercury swoops
up from the horizon for a few days
around November 11. Reaching
about half the height of Venus, it can
be tricky to see but try with binoculars first.
Venus has been in the news recently as there may be signs of alien
life in the atmosphere. Well, some scientists may have spotted the spectral
line of Phosphine in the atmosphere

and it is thought that it could only be
produced by bacteria, but there may
be weird chemistry going on under
those high pressures.
A probe to collect samples would
seem to be the only way, but do we
need any more strange microbes
here right now?
October 20 is the peak of the
Orionid meteor shower. This is one
of the major showers of the year so
it is always worth taking some time
to observe. You can look a day or two
either side of the 20th at the darkest
part of the sky you can find and they
will usually be at the edge of your
vision.
It is helped this year by the fact
that the Moon is just a few days old,
having been full on October 1. It will
be full again on the 31st but unfortunately, just because its orbital period
doesn’t line up with our weird and
wacky calendar doesn’t mean it will
turn blue.
Also, look out for the scheduled
launch of the second manned Crew
Dragon by SpacEx on this date. It
worked so well last time, let’s hope
for another successful mission this
time.

Oakalls Village

Not a load of rubbish!
T

Sarah Rees
reports from
the Oakalls and
Parklands.
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The Village Directory
To get your business or service noticed,
call Louise on 0121 445 6757

AS TIME GOES BY

GRASSBY TROPHIES

MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME
Supplier of Headstones & Cremation Tablets

he traditional Great British
Spring Clean on The Oakalls
didn’t take place in April due to
the pandemic lockdown, but a group
of 13 residents – nine adults and four
children – took part in a litter pick on
a beautifully sunny Sunday morning
in mid-September.
Even though it was 18 months
since the last litter-pick on the estate
the team was pleasantly surprised to
collect only half of the usual amount
of litter found (see picture below).
Whether this was due to the lockdown or people either binning their
rubbish or taking it home, the reduction was considered excellent.

KEVIN PORTER

T: 01527 550505 / 07835 523640
E: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk
W: www.astimegoesby.org.uk

n
n

LOCAL
ELECTRICIAN

Visit our website for samples of
our products:
www.grassbytrophies.co.uk

For further information or enquiries
about other available items please
contact: sales@grassbytrophies.co.uk

Unit 5, Dunlop Rd, Hunt End Industrial Estate,
Redditch B97 5XP Home visits available

P
Pledger
E
Electrical
S
Services

Wide range of awards for all
your presentation needs

Part P
Registered
Installer

Installations n Maintenance & Repair
Inspection & Testings n Reliable Service

Call Dean: 0121 445 1601 or 07891 498909
District councillor Caroline Spencer with county councillor Kit Taylor on the
resurfaced pathway to The Oakalls.

PAVING THE WAY
FOR A BETTER
FOOTPATH

D

uring the summer the footpath
from Heydon Road, Finstall, to
The Oakalls was resurfaced, thanks to
funding from Worcestershire County
Councillor Kit Taylor’s Divisional Fund.
A 150mm deep hardcore foundation was laid across around 150 yards
of pathway, topped with a crushed
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limestone gravel, which interlocks
minimising surface movement.
New gates were also installed at
the start of the pathway on Heydon
Road and further along, at the approach to the railway bridge.
This is a busy stretch of path,
particularly since lockdown, and the
improvements have been welcomed
by walkers and cyclists.
Bromsgrove District Councillor
Caroline Spencer is now looking at
the possibility of providing some
lighting, especially near the railway
bridge.

FESTIVE FEARS

D

ecember would have heralded
the estate’s tenth annual Christmas Community Carols event, but as
The Village went to press it appeared
most unlikely the gathering would

ANDY HOPKINS
AUTO SERVICE AND REPAIRS

take place this year. Coun Spencer
said: “Sadly the nature of this lovely
event, which encourages residents to
get together for singing and socialising, would go against the Covid-19
safety restrictions which are currently
in place.”
This situation may, of course,
change and residents are urged
to keep checking the Oakalls and
Parklands social media outlets for any
updates.

Local, reliable
service with 40
years’ experience

Servicing, Repairs, MOTs,
Exhausts, Tyres, Diagnostics
Red Lion St, Alvechurch B48 7LF
(at rear of Red Lion Garage)

Call 07799 858937

Get in touch:

I am always keen to include

residents’ good news stories in my
feature, so please contact me with
any claim to fame or with your
concerns about life on the estate.
Please email me at:

oakalls@villageonline.co.uk

Covering your local area

Tel: 01527 543333
Mobile: 07886 629945
The Village

September 2020
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PHILL THE SWEEP

THE ALVECHURCH CHIMNEY SWEEP
Professional chimney sweep
Fully insured Certificate issued
Open fires, wood burners, multi-fuel stoves,
smoke draw testing, and power sweeping.

traditional Joinery & furniture makers

Can’t get what
you want?
We make kitchens,
conservatories,
stairs, windows,
doors etc, using
traditional woodworking techniques
to match existing
work or to your own
design. All work
carried out to the
highest standard.

Call for a quote on 07582 520075 or
0121 445 1010 l phillthesweep@yahoo.com

J & D MASON

The Workshop, 3 Bear Hill, Alvechurch B48 7JX

Providing quality eyecare for over 40 years

www.robertsbespokejoinery.co.uk

– OPTICIANS –

Tel: 0121 447 8017

LOGS
Bookkeeping F Payroll
CIS returns F Auto Enrolment
Self Assessment Tax Returns
Company Accounts
Corporation Tax F VAT

23 The Square, Alvechurch

0121 447 8682

T.S. Electrical
Domestic & Commercial
Property/Landlord Inspections
Full & Part Rewires l Fuse Board Replacements
Alarms Fitted l PAT Testing l Part P Certified

01564 823882 / 07974 829794
Lilley Green Road, Alvechurch

kate@kjbookkeepingandpayroll.com

D.J.SCRIVEN ROOFING CONTRACTOR
DAVID JAMES SCRIVEN - ROOFER

TILE / SLATE / LEAD / TRADITIONAL ROOFING
NO JOB TOO SMALL - FREE QUOTATIONS
160 SIR HILTONS ROAD, BIRMINGHAM B31 3NW

TEL: 0121 291 9452

07845 268 841 07841 684 547

Email: scrivenroofing@gmail.com
Facebook: DJScriven Roofing Contractor
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Plus: net of kindling with each bag FOC
Free delivery
any day to suit

07973 216283

0121 792 5467 or 07734 329389

Your local alarm company

• Alarm Installations • Alarm repairs
• Alarm system servicing
• Upgrade/Modernisation of alarms

t: 0121 445 2865

Large builder’s bag £65 (£120 for 2)
Oak hardwood logs £75 a bag

www.facebook.com/pg/kjbookkeepingandpayroll

CTB alarms ltd

24/7 response • 25+ years experience

Kiln-dried, mixed hardwood logs

Domestic, Industrial and Commercial Electrical Services
Accredited Installers of Electric Vehicle Charging Points

Texecom &
Honeywell approved
Company reg number: 06164927

e: sales@ctbalarms.co.uk w: www.ctbalarms.co.uk

Independent home care agency owned and
run by an experienced Registered Nurse

K M Window Cleaning Service

Traditional, bespoke, person-centred care

Local, Reliable, Affordable, Professional
Free Quotes Competitive Prices

Safe, caring, effective, responsive and well-led

Regular 6 Weekly Visits
Commercial & Residential
All Types of Windows
Frames & Sills Conservatories
Gutter Clearing

Karl McLeod 07716 738134 knkmcleod@hotmail.co.uk

Registered with the
Care Quality Commission

Contact Jackie Grant on
0121 448 3348
jackie@windmill-hill-care.co.uk
www.windmill-hill-care.co.uk

David Hughes 07540 182293

elmbridgeelectricalcontractors@outlook.com

A.S. PAINTING &
DECORATING
For all your decorating needs
contact Alan
on 07730 477564

Cleanliness Assured l Free Quotes

Village Directory

Kevin Smith
ksinstallations@hotmail.co.uk

l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Plumbing & Heating Services
Boiler Replacement
Bathrooms
Service & Repair
Pipework Design & Installation
Domestic, Commercial &
Industrial

Tel: 0121 445 5636
Mobile: 07813 188806

Nicky Robinson Aesthetics

Worcester boiler
accredited installer

Dave Terry
Lloyd Morgan
Full PPE available for
07789 622453
full reassurance
0121 445 6441
morganplumbingandheating.co.uk
City & Guilds Fully Qualified Plumber

C & M DECORATORS

Kiln-dried
hardwood logs

Friendly Service, Free Estimates, Quality Work
Supply & Fit Kitchens or Fit Only
Stair Handrail & Spindles
Laminate/Real Wood Floors Fitted
Timber Floors Renewed/Repaired
Built-in Wardrobes
Doors & Locks Fitted to
Insurance Standards
Flat Roofs Converted to Pitched
Canopy Roofs Made to Measure
All Internal & External Carpentry
Insurance Work Undertaken

Tel: 0121 445 1574
Mob: 07970 966470
Web: www.classic-carpentry.co.uk
Email: classiccarpentry@hotmail.co.uk

Coopers Hill Farm, Alvechurch B48 7BX
0121 447 7313 logs@logco.co

l

Beautiful Interior Doors Supplied and Installed

Carpets

Tel: 01527 576136 or 07850 380162
we now sell
composite doors
Recommended

www.acsinteriordoors.co.uk

l

Upholstery

01527 578804

Please visit the
only door
showroom in
Redditch.

Based in Lickey End, Bromsgrove

Roofing, Floors, Kitchens, Doors, 1st & 2nd Fix
New Build, Extensions & Refurbishment
Domestic, Commercial and Schoolwork
CRB Checked & Fully Insured

FREE ESTIMATING, FITTING & DELIVERY
Huge choice of sizes, colours and styles
30 years’ experience in the flooring industry
01527 578804 sales@carpets-rugs-runners.co.uk

l

Shop Fronts & Glazing
Dependable & Quality Service

Contact Paul on 07961 342304 / 0121 445 6236

e-mail:lickeycarpentry@hotmail.co.uk www.lickeycarpentry.co.uk

8 Stourbridge Road, Bromsgrove B61 0AB
www.carpets-rugs-runners.co.uk

FATHER & SON
u Interior & Exterior
u 32 Years’ Experience
u Free Quotes u Fully Insured

Tel: 07843 047688 E: nrobinsonaesthetics@gmail.com
Web: www.nraesthetics.co.uk
Instagram: @Nickyrobinsonaesthetics

Treat Your Home to a
NEW Carpet or Rug

l

We Are
Now
Fully
Open

Advanced Aesthetic treatments with registered
nurse/midwife prescriber (reg. with NMC)
Anti-wrinkle treatments, dermal fillers,
Microneedling with Skin pen, Profhilo
u Fully insured u Certified by Derma Medical
u Member of the British Association of Cosmetic Nurses

15 Cofton Lake Road, Birmingham B45 8PL

l

Tile & Stone Floors

|

07808 778169

Unit 6,
Britten House,
The Old Needle
Works,
Britten Street,
Redditch B97 6HD

07592 303104 or
07910 289565
n

Mike Nash - Qualified - Local - Friendly

n

Mobile Computer Engineer – will visit your Home or Office
n Virus & Spyware Removal n Wireless Broadband Set Up/Repair
n All Computer Hardware Repair n Laptop Screen Replacement

n
n
n
n

Tel: 0121 445 2065 helpme@ontrackcomputers.co.uk

www.ontrackcomputers.co.uk

l
l
l
l

Prompt, reliable and friendly service
Cowls and Chimney Pots fitted
Fully qualified and fully insured
Guild certificates issued after every sweep

Call Eddie: 01527 962555 / 07712 220671
www.elitesweeps.co.uk

Phil Newton

t. 0800 310 2720
m. 07900 925 651

w. www.newtonbathrooms.co.uk e. sales@newtonbathrooms.co.uk

80 Hewell Rd, Barnt Green, B45 8NF

& HETAS Stove Installer

Plumbing
Plastering
Tiling
Carpentry
Vinyl/Laminate Fitting
Fully Insured

QUALITY FLOORING. . .
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
Find Us on Facebook:
Transform Flooring

Tel: 0121 457 8561 Mobile: 07712 62 63 42
Email: transformflooring@outlook.com

Address: 226 New Road, Rubery, Birmingham, B45 9JH

Free Quotes
Over 20 years’ experience
Fully qualified & fully insured
Dedicated to customer satisfaction

No job too big or small, you just have to call!

FRIENDLY FAMILY BUSINESS

7 days a week
l

l

24 hours a day

l

Fully insured

Free boxes, bubble wrap, tape and a packing service

www.moveit-removals.com Freephone 0800 7734189

Tel: 01527 893250 Mob: 07973 358392

l Insurance work l Stud walls l Re-skimming
Plaster Boarding l Traditional Plastering l Ceilings
l Patching work l Rendering l Coving l Screeding
l Dry-lining l Painting l Tiling l Archways

l

Contact Aaron: 0121 445 0383 / 07821 047 220

Village Finance

Advertisement feature

It’s time in the market
not timing the market
I

nvestors are often told, sometimes
jokingly, that the key to making
money from the stock market is to
“buy low, sell high”. On the other hand
we’re also told that active trading is
for mugs and “buy and hold” is best.
In effect it’s “timing the market” versus
“time in the market”. So which is best?
A recent study by US researchers
the Schwab centre for investment
research looked at this debate and
put some hard numbers on the cost
of becoming over confident in your
trading skills. While their findings are
observations of US markets, the message is relevant to any stock market.
They looked at what would happen
adopting various different trading
styles to an investor who received
$2,000 every year for 20 years to invest
in markets so a total of $40,000.
The “Perfect Timer”, who put money
into the market at its lowest point every month, ended up with $387,120.
This sounds great until we hear that
the “Auto Pilot” who invested money
on the same day every month with
no sweating about market timing,
boasted a return of $362,185.
In 1998 researchers at the University of Utah and Duke University
reviewed the performance of 132
investment portfolios whose entire
existence is dedicated to market timing between 1983 and 1995. This was
a good period for the US stock market.
The average annual returns of these
studied portfolios was 12%. The average return of a broader diversified US
equity market fund was 16.8%.
Over the last few decades we have
seen the emergence of hedge fund
managers as the new masters of the
universe managing countless billions.
The idea behind hedge funds is that
these traders can deploy any number
of ideas and strategies to “beat the
market” but for most of them market
timing is key.
Hedge fund managers use their
research and intelligence to time a

There’s no
short-cut to
success, writes
Martin Pryor.

purchase so that they can make the
maximum returns, which sounds great
. . . the only problem is that countless
studies have shown that most hedge
funds have consistently failed to
sustain outperformance and in fact in
pursuit of this have invested recklessly
with the result of under performance
at a time when they should shine. If
these traders with their huge resources struggle to beat the markets, what
hope is there for the rest of us with a
normal, non-master of the universe
job. The clear message I take from this
is that no one can beat the markets.
“Buy and hold” investing will mean
a calmer life and similar returns, sometimes better, than if you try to time
your exposure to the markets. “Buy
and hold” is all about being patient,
understanding and trusting your timescale for investment and understanding and being comfortable with the
level of risk you are taking.
Maximising your time in the stock
markets builds on the understanding
that while markets can be volatile,
if you have a sufficiently long time
frame, then you can ride out the ups
and downs in sentiment.
Better yet, this long term patient
approach can help prevent you from
making many common mistakes.
Chasing performance: Buying assets once they have already done well
is a common trapdoor which many
investors fall down, reading too many
Sunday papers does not help this! The
Economist magazine once looked at
how two investors would have fared
between 1900 and 2000. They both
started with £1 each. At the start
of each year the first investor, with
impeccable timing, put their money

into that year’s best performing asset
class. The second investor, who had
the benefit of hindsight, put their
money into the previous years best
performer.
What was the result? The first investor ended up with an estimated net
worth of £1.3 trillion. The second, the
performance chaser, turned his pound
into just £783. That is the problem
with market timing, you are more
likely to choose the wrong investment
than you are the right one.
Underpinning all of this is the
common-sense idea that you need
to base your investment decisions
following an in-depth study of what
it is you are trying to achieve and
how long you have to achieve these
financial goals. This will determine the
level of risk you need to take to get
where you need to be, which is surely
financial freedom.
At PPM Financial planning we take
our time before making our recommendations. Meeting 1 is a discovery
meeting to ensure we understand
you. In Meeting 2 we transfer this
knowledge to our cash flow modelling software which sits at the core of
our ongoing relationship. Meeting 3 is
when we would make our recommendations and agree a sensible course of
action to help you reach those goals.
Book now for a no-obligation initial
meeting held at our expense.

Tel: 07961 162818
martinpryor@
ppmfinancialplanning.com
www.ppmfinancialplanning.com
n The value of your investment can go
down as well as up and you may not
get back the full amount you invested.
Past performance is not a reliable
indicator of future performance. Investing in shares should be regarded as a
long-term investment and should fit in
with your overall attitude to risk and
financial circumstances.
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Village Weather

Warm, Wet and noisy
A

Alvechurch
amateur
weatherman Phil
Thomas records
the changes.

ugust was a warmer than average month in The Village area,
with a mean temperature of
17.7C – 1.2C higher than the local 30year average.
But rainfall was also a lot more than
would be expected, with almost two
and a half times the “normal” level.
There was 127.7mm of rain in August
around here – 245% of the 30-year
mean.
It was also stormy, with two main
spells of heavy rain and thunder,
with thunder actually being heard
on five days of the month; on the
10-12th and 16-17th. This added up
to more thunderstorms than would
be expected throughout the entire
year locally.
September, by contrast, had less
than half the rainfall that might be
expected and well above average
sunshine – but the first week of October more than made up for that with
getting on for a full month of rain in
seven days.

Autumn ploughing in yellow sunshine
in Alvechurch (above) as the horse
chestnut (right) provides weapons for
schoolyard games, while the rising sun
casts light through morning mist on
Newbourne Hill (below) on the way to
Rowney Green.

August 2020
Mean Max 22.2C 0.9 above average
Mean Min 3.2C 1.5 above average
Mean
17.7C 1.2 above average
Rainfall
127.7mm 245% of average
Sunshine 119.6hrs 80% of average
September 2020
Mean Max 18.7C 0.5 above average
Mean Min 9.2C 0.5 below average
Mean
13.9C 		 = average
Rainfall
24.4mm 45% of average
Sunshine 169.2hrs 134% of average
October 2020 (Up to 7th)
Mean Max 13.9C		 = average
Mean Min 8.1C 1.8 above average
Mean
11.0C 0.9 above average
Rainfall
77.6mm 86% of average
Sunshine 13.3hrs 14% of average
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Natural home: Rock
samphire (foraged to
cook with salmon).

The Village

back to
the
roots

W
Outlook for October and November
Settled conditions are likely across
much of the UK early in this period.
Some spells of wind and rain may
occur, but these are expected to only
be short interruptions to the predominantly fine and dry conditions.

October/November 2020

However, confidence drops by the
time we move into early November.
Unsettled weather looks set to return
around this time, bringing rain and
wind to most places, with northern
and western areas likely to see the
worst of these conditions.

More information at www.alvechurchweather.metsite.com You can
see an improved HD weather-cam, updated at one-minute intervals, at:
www.alvechurchweather.metsite.com/webcam_alvechurch.php

hat an odd year it has been. It was a very
mild wet winter and early spring, a warm dry
late spring and early summer (the “lockdown
summer”) then a mild and changeable late summer
and early autumn. By my expectations, this should
have led to plants blooming and fruiting early, with
birds and insects appearing in good numbers and
fairly early too.
But it didn’t. Many plants have flowered relatively
late, though generally in profusion and setting seeds
and fruit well. However, young birds came quite late,
and there has been a distinct shortage of insects despite all the blossom and fruit. Where are the wasps?
The trees kept their green leaves well into the autumn
and the mallard drakes were quite late getting their
colours back.

Mary Green visits
the farm where
she grew up to
see the benefits of
organic methods.

Human crops have of course fared even worse. Barley was sown later than I ever remember around here,
because of the flooded land. Then it was dried and
scorched by late spring sun and grew very thin and
short. In September I walked all round Alvechurch
and none had yet been harvested. There is hardly any
oilseed rape and only a few maize fields. Some arable
fields were never sown at all. Even without Coronavirus, the year has been a trying one. One midland grain
farmer said it was the worst harvest for 40 years.
I managed to go in late August back to the farm
where I grew up (I was transplanted from Birmingham
to Devon at an early age and took root there!) It has
very little arable land so has not suffered too badly
this year. It has been an organic farm for nearly 40
continues overleaf
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years, and has now become a major
supplier of organic veggies to one of
the big veg box schemes. It was fascinating to see the effects on wildlife of
this kind of farming. I have written before about the benefits of pasture-fed
animal grazing, but it’s the first time
I’d seen large-scale organic vegetable
growing. He had just planted another
million cauliflowers and there were
plenty more caulis, cabbages and
leeks in the fields being harvested.
Most commercial vegetable growing depends on artificial fertilisers,
herbicides (weedkillers) and pesticides, but of course organic farmers
don’t use these. When the plants are
very young, they grow in cleared
ground, but once they become established the native plants (“weeds”) are
allowed to grow between the rows.
The fields we saw had a wild flower
called fat hen as the main companion
to the cabbages and caulis, but there
were others like camomile and persicaria as well.
Fat hen, as its name suggests, is a
food-rich plant once fed to poultry. It
attracts insects that might otherwise
feed on the crop and helps to stabilise
the soil. This kind of farming is good
for insects and birds, enhancing rather
than depleting the environment.
The only negative is that the ground
has to be worked to start every new
crop, which releases carbon into the
atmosphere. There are few vegetables that can be planted directly into
existing vegetation, although people
are working on it. Perennial vegeta-

Tansy, still
growing in the
same spot after
70 years.

Hawthorn, sculpted by the wind.
bles would be the ideal – asparagus
is about the only one we have at
present.
The farm even had a small amount
of oilseed rape growing. This is notoriously difficult without a punishing
regime of pesticides – not to mention
the weather problems – and any
crop will be snapped up by specialist
buyers. It’s almost impossible to buy
organic rapeseed oil.
Everything on the farm depends on
the soil. It’s shale here, alkaline and
stony. It’s good for the wild flowers,
which grow in long-term undisturbed
ground and the organic farming
keeps it healthy. The weather matters
as well: mild and windy and often

A bee inspects fleabane.
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wet. It’s bad for trees of any size, but
wonderful for cauliflowers all the year
round!
Like most farmers these days, they
have to diversify to support this kind
of farming, and in this case, they have
a campsite and holiday lets. The good
thing about this is it introduces a lot
of people to organic farming (and
to the caulis and leeks being sold at
the farm gate “for whatever you want
to pay”). They have sheep as well so
there is pasture, providing another
good environment for wildlife.
Being a typical Devon farm, it had
quite small fields, with thick hedgebanks between. Some of these have
wilding and wild apples as well as
sloes and other fruits. It was amazing
to see them still in the same place I
remember from my childhood. The
hedges are full of flowers and birds.
There is even a rare bird called the
cirl bunting, which only occurs in this
small region now, with the farm being
recognised as a habitat for them. In
one of the fields we found a flower
called autumn lady’s tresses, small
and white but a type of orchid, which
I haven’t seen for decades. We also
picked and ate field mushrooms, a
sign of good untreated pasture.
In late summer the flowers are
fewer and the birds quiet, but there
was plenty to see. I was amazed to

find plants flowering in exactly the
same places as they did 70 years ago.
We found wild clematis flowering
abundantly on a lovely piece of sandy
open land near the beach called the
“Ham”. It also has milkwort and burnet
rose, which I remember of old. There’s
another plant called soapwort, which
was an old herb used of course for
soap making.

W

e also found scabious and
fleabane, both full of bees
and other insects. On the
beach itself was sea holly, a gorgeous blue-grey plant which people
often try to grow in the gardens but
it doesn’t really like that habitat! On
the rocks was rock samphire, some of
which we foraged and took back to
cook with salmon.
In the hedges the most noticeable
flower was toadflax, a pretty yellow
plant, common there but not round
here. There was also tansy, another
old herb, in a particular lane where I
remember it being.
Tansy grows here in Alvechurch,
near the station, though most of it has
been cut down. It doesn’t take well
to cutting. Oddly enough there is a
lovely area of toadflax here too, near
the railway line. It reminds me that
many plants grow near railways, roads
and canals which are not normally in

Cabbage
growing with
Fat Hen.
the locality. They are brought in accidentally by travellers and sometimes
thrive on patches of unusual soils
where roads and railways have been
made.
We found a herb called calamint,
not common now but fond of growing in gateways. We found ploughman’s spikenard – what a lovely old
name! And on the old stone walls
there is another toadflax, the ivyleaved one, a small purple climber.
The fact that so many plants were
still there is a sign that the area has
been managed favourably for wildlife.

The open ground is not cut back
(grazing by rabbits helps to keep
it short) and the hedges, or rather
earth-covered walls or banks covered
with vegetation which make a Devon
Hedge, are only cut out of season,
the minimum needed to allow traffic
down the lanes. I know they will be
covered in primroses and bluebells in
spring.
In the waters of the estuary we
found abundant sea vegetables (“seaweeds” doesn’t seem an appropriate
name as most of them are edible). I

continues overleaf
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Taylor brothers
3 Fencing services 3 Hedge cutting
3 Trees 3 Garden clearances 3 Shed bases
3 30 years’ experience 3 Free quotes
Call 07717 682813 or
email marktaylor1961@hotmail.co.uk

FH
G

RANK
LTD
EDGES
ROUNDCARE

Find us on Facebook

NPTC qualified tree surgeon
Fully insured

Wild and wonderful names: (above, from left) field scabious, soapwort and toadflax.
continues from previous page
am not familiar with all the names
but know that the variety here is a
good sign of healthy waters.
Even at a nearby very popular surfing beach there is an area of open
scrubland with public paths through,
owned by the National Trust. They
have quite a few stretches of coastal
cliffs around the country, and always
maintain them for wildlife. Exposed
to the bleak sea winds, very little in
the way of trees or even bigger bushes grow here, but there is a lovely
network of lower growing plants.
As well as all this natural abun-

dance, we discovered that for the
last few years there has been a big
archaeological dig on the farm.
There is an important iron-age site
there, spanning a couple of centuries
before and after the birth of Christ. It
stretches across the ridge at the top
of the farm (just above the campsite!)
where there are glorious views out
to sea and inland. No wonder people
wanted to settle there. There is even
a special kind of iron age pottery
named after the farm, and artefacts
from many countries, reminding us
that people travelled in those days.
It has always been a lived-in place,

but can be a place where people
live in harmony with all the other
creatures and plants.
Of course, it does change, but
natural change is slow and developmental, taking centuries or millennia. Only where we intervene does
wildlife change as dramatically as it
has during my lifetime in the general
loss of species and imbalance of
flowering times.
n The poem is on a theme chosen
by the Withybed Poets, who are still
meeting and writing in these strange
times.

All aspects of
tree surgery
undertaken
l Stump grinding
l Hedge cutting
l Landscaping
l Grass cutting

For a free no-obligation quotation call Oli: 07391 551413 or
Neil: 07834 554710 Email neil@alvechurch-treecare.co.uk

Devon Finney
Tree Surgeon
NPTC Qualified
Fully Insured

Specialist in all aspects of tree work:
Felling, removal, topping, thinning, reductions, pollards,
lifts, cut backs, tree inspections l stump grinding

24-hour emergency service
For a free estimate and advice, call 07800 532690
hopwoodtreeservices@hotmail.com

until end feb 2021 only
with this advert

new showroom now open:
unit 1 hewell road,
enfield, redditch b97 6bw

SALES/SERVICE/REPAIR
OF ALL LEADING MAKES
OF MOWER
Garden Shredders
l Hedge Cutters
l Blowers l Strimmers
l Garden Vacuums
l Sharpening of Shears
& Chainsaw Chains
l

I READ THE PAPER TODAY. . .

I read the letters to the editor:
Women exchanging lockdown experiences.
Several said they’d stopped wearing bras.
Some replied that was OK till you got older
Others said when you’re old let it all hang down
That’s how it should be. I remember the seventies.
I threw my bra away for ever. Didn’t burn it.
I was into recycling and used it for something
Probably planted bean sprouts in it.
Because I also gave up pancake make-up
Grew my hair and stopped shaving my legs.
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I bought my beans in a plastic-free shop
Along with the first recycled toilet paper
Which was a strange greyish colour, and
I wore the same clothes, washed of course, for months.
What happened to all that? Forty years
And the young are finding it again
Crushed under years of shoulder pads and credit cards.
Have people rediscovered their own bodies?
Strong without support, shining without chemicals
Hairy all over, full of lines of fear and laughter
No suits, no ties. and no but no high heels.

COLLECTION
& DELIVERY
CAN BE
ARRANGED

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.frankhedges.com
‘Excellent after sales care for 130 years’

TEL: 01527 831047
we are
are
we
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10% off
winter
servicing

agents
agents

Farming with
nature

Village Gardening

HOPWOOD GARDEN CENTRE
order your

winter
hanging
baskets
now!

+ autumn bulbs
autumn pansies

christmas trees are
OPEN 7 DAYS
on their way!
Ash Lane, Hopwood
VISIT US FOR ALL YOUR
GARDENING NEEDS 0121 445 4022

www.hopwoodgardencentre.co.uk

All aspects of hard and soft
landscaping undertaken.

Garden
Landscaping &
Maintenance:

For a free no-obligation quote call Dan Ryan
on 07890 532859 or 0121 453 6520
dan@designitlandscapes.co.uk

Driveways, Patios
& Decking

www.designitlandscapes.co.uk
Proud to be
members of

Lawn Mowing

Fencing & Gates
Hedge Cutting

Garden Clearance

RHS Award-winning garden design
and landscaping services.

0121 445 1253
or
0751 7367663

www.hopwoodgardenservices.co.uk
info@hopwoodgardenservices.co.uk

www.hannahgenders.co.uk

Hannah is a
garden designer
with 20 years
experience.
She holds medals
from The Chelsea
Flower Show and
Malvern.
Give me a ring to
discuss your
garden project.

01386Tel:
793962
07779162959

07779 162959

D

Hannah Genders visits a village farmer
whose philosophy is to ‘give something
back’ and to enhance the land.
uring lockdown earlier this year, many of us explored and
discovered footpaths and fields locally that we did not
know before. If, like me, you have been walking around
the village of Alvechurch, and in particular through the
small hamlet of Withybed Green, you will have noticed
something different about the fields. One of the footpaths runs from Withybed Green up the hill towards
continues overleaf
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Foxhill Lane, and from May onwards
these fields were covered with wildflowers; nestled in the long grass there were
even some purple orchids, a variety
called green winged orchid, recognisable because they have no spots on the
leaves. In June, the fields were carpeted
yellow with buttercups.
Now please do not call them weeds,
these are wildflowers and the fields
are farmed and cared for by the Bytom
family. Asking Adrian Bytom how he
describes this type of farming, he said:
”Well its farming with nature; it’s farming the way it used to be done, sustainably and without chemicals.”

U

nlike many fields we walk through
nowadays, often a monoculture
of rye grass, bright green in
colour due to the chemical fertilizers
put on them, these fields had a matrix
of wildflowers and they were alive with
butterflies, moths, and bees during
summer.
The commitment to this type of farming has a philosophy that I would like
to think I follow in gardening, it’s about
“giving something back” to nature
and enhancing the land you have by
increasing biodiversity and helping
wildlife as much as you can.
Adrian and Alison started farming
in Withybed Green in 1991. They have
never used chemicals on the land and
have over time increased the land they
own to around 100 acres. The fields are
grazed by their herd of Longhorn cattle,
which are also rented out to graze other
meadows in the Worcestershire area.
The Longhorns are particularly well
suited to this because they command respect from the public walking
through the fields with their dogs;
they look fierce with their large, curved
horns, but are surprisingly gentle. The
Longhorn breed traces its ancestry back
to the oxen used for pulling carts in the
16th century, and they are listed as a
rare breed.
In Isabella Tree’s wonderful book
Wilding, where she and her husband introduce Longhorn cattle to their newly
rewilded farm, she notices the cattle
choose to browse trees and hedges, and
pond margins as well as the meadows.
There is even an account of them “self-
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medicating” after they have gorged
on a field of rye grass, left over from
when their farm was run intensively.
Along with the grazing cattle, the
Withybed fields are cut for hay in late
July. This allows time for all the wildflowers to seed down for next year.
Even in haymaking, there is a giving
back. The cut is not taken right to the
hedge margin, but a back swath is left
as an area of long grass for wildlife
and there were certainly crickets and
grasshoppers around in the summer.
This back swath is then eaten off later
in the year by the cattle.
One field that sits towards the
top of the farm, called Foxhill House
Meadow, is set aside for nature. It has
two streams running through it and is
never cut, only grazed.
The Worcestershire Wildlife Trust
has now listed this field as a Local
Wildlife site, recognising its value to
nature conservation.
In the summer there are some
fabulous wildflowers growing in the
stream margins; I spotted one of my

favourites, Ragged Robin (Lychnis floscuculi) and a blue speedwell (Veronica
beccabunga) both loving the damp
conditions and attracting lots of
moths and butterflies when the sun
came out.

Above: Adrian and Oliver Bytom
watch one of their Longhorn
herd walk by.
Opposite page: Buttercups
carpet the field above Withybed
Green, Alvechurch.

f your philosophy is to increase
biodiversity and encourage
nature, this applies to everything
you do. So, when in 2004 the Bytom
family had the chance to introduce a
farm diversification project on their
land, it needed to be guided by the
same ethos.
After a long consultation, they were
finally granted permission for a new
marina on the canal in Withybed in
2008. Work began to dig out an area
large enough to moor 54 narrowboats.
The design is simple, and it sits very
well in its landscape being completely
hidden by the surrounding fields, but
just glimpsed off the canal towpath.
The earthworks took 26 weeks to
complete and 200,000 tonnes of soil

were moved to reform the landscape.
The whole marina basin is lined with
clay, which was extracted from the
farmland and the fields reinstated.
Once all the groundworks were done,
the idea was to surround the boats
with wildflowers.
The story goes that they ran out of
topsoil and scattered the wildflower
seed straight onto the clay subsoil. It
worked beautifully because wildflowers will often grow best with extraordinarily little nutrient.
The effect is a stunning array of
wildflowers that surround the boats
all summer. There is purple Lucerne, a
pink Vetch with a flower like a sweet
pea and one of my favourites, purple
Loosestrife. The moorings here are
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Village Gardening

Village Sport

–

FA Cup penalty thriller
Alvechurch FC stun
Kidderminster Harriers
in stormy home tie.

I

Continues from previous page
non-residential, with people storing
boats during the winter or calling
in whilst on holiday to stay for a few
days. But of course, during lockdown, things were different because
people were stuck, but what a place
to be stuck. It is quiet and beautiful.
The butterflies were also here in
abundance. So, in August I asked
Adrian if I could do the Big Butterfly
Count at the site. I turned up with
my notebook and camera, and the
rule is you only have 15 minutes
to count. The first four butterflies I
counted were cabbage white, which
was a little disappointing, but I
went on to see small tortoiseshells,
gatekeepers and the little common
blue. I counted 22 butterflies in
total within the time and sent in the
results to the count.
This is the sort of farming we want
to see in our countryside: a return to
a sustainable landscape, that encourages and enjoys nature, increases
biodiversity, and gives something
back. Long may it continue.

Open to nature: Wildflowers around the basin of Withybed Moorings (top)
and (clockwise from above) ragged robin, a small tortoiseshell on lucerne,
purple loosestrife and veronica.

See: www.coopersfarmshop.co.uk
open every Saturday if you want to
buy some Longhorn, organic grassfed beef.
www.withybedmoorings.com
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t was just like the old days at
Lye Meadow as a rejuvenated
Alvechurch FC dumped higher
league rivals Kidderminster Harriers
out of the FA Cup.
On a wet and windy afternoon,
Storm Alex still lingering, ‘Church
sealed victory in a penalty shootout
by 4-2 after the sides couldn’t be
separated at 2-all in 90 minutes.
The home side had made five
changes after the disappointing loss
to Stratford Town a few days earlier
and were already battle-hardened.
For Kidderminster, this was their
first competitive game of the season
and they engaged in what turned
into a “proper” cup tie.
A scoreline of 1-1 at half-time gave
‘Church the slope of the pitch in their
favour for the second half, although
they found themselves defending
resolutely in the foul conditions.
Then, in the 56th minute, a free
kick into the box from Botfield was
glanced into the bottom corner of the
Kidderminster net by Hull.
Harriers levelled, but neither side
could find the winner in open play
and the final penalty was put away by
Botfield to give Alvechurch an uplifting victory in the second qualifying
round of the Cup to back up their
first-round 2-0 win over Shifnal.
The next round tie was due to be
played away against Ilkeston Town
after this issue of The Village went to
press (see www.alvechurchfc.club for
the result).
‘Church started the season in the
Premier Division of the Southern
League Central with 12 new players in
the squad, including the return of fan
favourite Babucar “Babba” Suanne.
They were denied their first win
since beating Redditch on New Year’s
Day by a stoppage time equaliser in

Goalmouth action during the match against Harriers. (Photo/ Ian Macvie)

an agonising 2-2 draw with Royston
Town at Lye Meadow in the opening
match on September 26. Then, three
days later, ‘Church couldn’t come back
after conceding three first-half goals
to Stratford Town, again at home, and
went down 1-3.
Fixtures October: Sat 17th Biggleswade Town (a) 3.00 League;
Sat 24th Needham Market (h) 3.00

League; Sat 31st FA Trophy 3rd qualifying round. November: Tues 3rd Nuneaton Borough (h) 7.45 League; Sat
7th St Ives Town (a) 3.00 League; Sat
14th Coalville Town (a) 3.00 League;
Tues 17th Rushall Olympic (h) 7.45
League; Sat 21st Banbury United (h)
3.00 League; Tues 24th AFC Rushden
& Diamonds (a) 7.45 League; Sat 28th
Kings Langley (a) 3.00 League.

Alvechurch United U9s are back playing football after the pandemic
hit the end of last season. The boys had a great pre-season going on
a 16-game unbeaten run and have started this season in great form,
winning their first four games and securing a place in the autumn cup
semi-final.
Team picture: Sam, Jack M, Toby, Jenson, Jack B, Jonah, Joshua, Lennie,
Jacob, Henry and Tate. Coaches Tim, Nick and Macky.
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Two Floors of Kitchen, Bedroom
& Home Office Inspiration

Creating Beautiful
Interiors since 1982

20% off
British-made
Cabinets
*

Visit us at: Saxon Park, Hanbury Road, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, B60 4AD
Tel: 01527 835924 | Showrooms also at Kenilworth, Solihull and Studley

www.akfittedinteriors.co.uk

* On selected furniture with fully fitted kitchen
orders placed in October. Terms & Conditions apply.

